Name:______________________________

“Pompeii”:  Comprehension Questions
Part I:  Vocabulary

Directions:  Answer each question in a complete sentence, unless otherwise noted.  Words (from both “Pompeii” and our Flex book, Bartlett and the Ice Voyage) are defined below.

Obstinate—not easily convinced to change opinion, even in spite of reason

Brink—(“on the brink” or “near the brink”) the edge

Treacherous—dangerous

Deity—god or goddess

Shrewd—clever and aware

Antiquity—something remaining from an ancient time period

Cataclysm—a great or sudden disaster

1. Describe a way some of the people of Pompeii might have been OBSTINATE in the face of danger.  How did this behavior affect them?

2. What CATACLYSM occurred years before the eruption of Mount Vesuvius that foreshadowed the danger of the mountain?

3. While Mount Vesuvius was on the BRINK of eruption, people were going about their daily lives in Pompeii.  Describe three of these daily activities.

4. List 3 immediate and TREACHEROUS consequences of the eruption.

5. Priests from the temples of these three DEITIES tried to calm citizens.

6. How could the gladiators’ behavior (on page 169) be considered SHREWD?

7. Which ANTIQUITY found amongst Pompeii’s ruins do you find most interesting and why?

Part II:  Comprehension and Guided Reading

Directions:  Answer each question using complete sentences.  

1. In what way was the excavation of Pompeii different from other excavations?

2. What was happening under the surface of the earth while people went about their daily lives?

3. What happened after the initial explosion?  Was the initial explosion very damaging?  Why or why not?

4. About how many people managed to escape after the eruption, and how did they do so?

5. Diomedes plan to move his family to the solidly built basement of his villa failed to save the family because of carbon monoxide.  Explain the dangers of carbon monoxide.

6. Why were Pompeiian chariots different narrower than other chariots and how did the city benefit?

Part III:  Making Judgments (and thinking like an anthropologist!)

Directions:  Answer each question using complete sentences.  Questions require multiple sentences to answer.

1.  On page 172, column 2, Silverberg writes of a beggar.  What clues led clues led to Silverberg’s interpretations that this man was a beggar?  What other interpretations might Silverberg might have considered based on the archeological evidence?

2.  On page 173, Silverberg writes:

Nearby is the Temple of Isis, which was rebuilt after the earthquake, and so is in fairly good preservation.  Isis, and Egyptian goddess, was one of the many foreign gods and goddesses who had come to be worshipped by the Roman Empire by the time of the destruction of Pompeii.  Her gaudily decorated temple at Pompeii is the only European temple of Isis that has come down to us from the ancient world.

Based on your understanding of how civilizations rise and fall, explain two possible reasons that no other temples of Isis have survived the collapse of the Roman Empire, which took place centuries after the destruction of Pompeii.  

